THE FLORIDA SENATE
2020 SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION PASSED

Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/SB 292 — Insurance Claims Data
by Banking and Insurance Committee and Senator Broxson

The bill requires admitted and nonadmitted insurance carriers to provide a loss run statement to
an insured within 15 days of receipt of a written request submitted by the insured. For personal
lines of insurance, an insurance carrier may instead provide the insured with information on how
to obtain a loss run statement at no charge through a consumer reporting agency. The insurance
carrier must notify the agent of record that the loss run statement was provided electronically or
made available through an electronic portal. The loss run statement must include a loss run
history for the preceding 5 years or, if the loss run history is less than 5 years, a complete loss
run history with the insurance carrier. The bill specifies that an insurance carrier is not required
to provide loss reserve information as part of a loss run statement. The insurance carrier may not
charge a fee for preparing or annually providing one loss run statement.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect January 1, 2021.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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Committee on Banking and Insurance

CS/HB 437 — Nurse Registries
by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee and Rep. Stone and others (CS/SB 880 by Banking and
Insurance Committee and Senator Baxley)

The bill specifically authorizes an employer or workers’ compensation insurer to use a licensed
nurse registry to place authorized, compensable attendant care services for the benefit of an
injured worker under the Workers’ Compensation Law.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2020.
Vote: Senate 38-0; House 118-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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HB 469 — Real Estate Conveyances
by Rep. Duggan (SB 1224 by Senators Simmons and Gruters)

The bill provides that no subscribing witnesses are required for a lease of real property or any
instrument pertaining to a lease of real property. The bill eliminates the requirement that two
subscribing witnesses be present when the lessor, or lessor’s lawfully authorized agent, signs a
lease with a term of more than 1 year.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2020.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/HB 529 — Insurance Guaranty Associations
by Insurance and Banking Subcommittee and Reps. Webb, Donalds, and others (CS/SB 898 by
Banking and Insurance Committee and Senators Gruters and Broxson)

The bill increases the obligation upon insurer insolvency of the Florida Insurance Guaranty
Association (FIGA) for covered claims of an insured condominium association or homeowners
association to the amount of each covered property insurance claim less than $200,000
multiplied by the number of condominium or other residential units, which is a per-unit increase
of $100,000. The bill thus doubles the possible claim payout an insurance consumer could expect
to receive upon experiencing both a covered loss and the insolvency of their insurer. The bill also
increases the amount of funding available to FIGA through emergency assessments levied
against insurers for the payment of claims of insurers rendered insolvent by the effects of a
hurricane by authorizing emergency assessments of up to 4 percent of an insurer’s net written
premiums in this state in any one calendar year, which is an increase from the current limit of

2 percent.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2020.
Vote: Senate 39-0; House 115-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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SB 540 — Insurance Guaranty Associations
by Senators Rader and Rouson

The bill allows Florida Insurance Guaranty Association (FIGA) employees to adjust losses if the
employee holds or has held within the past 10 years, licensure which allows for the adjustment of
such losses. Employees of other guaranty associations may also adjust losses for FIGA if such
employees maintain the appropriate experience and training for adjusting such claims. The use of
other state’s guaranty association employees must be done pursuant to a contract between FIGA
and the employee’s guaranty association or the guaranty association’s authorized representative.

The bill clarifies that the assessment due from FIGA and Florida Workers’ Compensation
Insurance Guaranty Association (FWCIGA) member insurers will be a uniform percentage of
premium collected instead of a proportion of the total net direct written premium for the prior
calendar year.

The bill establishes that assessment installment payments made by FIGA member insurers may
be made quarterly rather than monthly.

The bill clarifies the method by which assessments are levied against insurers and collected by
FWCIGA related to policy deductibles and to retrospectively rated policies.

The bill provides FWCIGA with the authority to audit reports from insurers regarding payments
made to FWCIGA and the amount collected from policyholders. The bill clarifies that
assessments paid that are required to be remitted by the insurer prior to the insurer surcharging
policyholders constitute advances of funds to FWCIGA, to allow for proper accounting
treatment.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2020.
Vote: Senate 40-0; House 116-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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CS/ICS/HB 747 — Coverage for Air Ambulance Services

by Health and Human Services Committee; Health Market Reform Subcommittee; and Rep.
Williamson and others (CS/CS/CS/SB 736 by Rules Committee; Health Policy Committee;
Banking and Insurance Committee; and Senator Diaz)

The bill requires health insurers and health maintenance organizations (HMOs) to provide
reasonable reimbursement to air ambulances for covered services. The bill defines the term,
“reasonable reimbursement,” to mean reimbursement that considers the direct cost to provide air
ambulance transportation service to an insured or subscriber, the operation of an air ambulance
service by a county that operates entirely within a designated area of critical state concern, and
the in-network reimbursement established by the insurer or HMO for the specific policy or
contract.

The bill provides that reasonable reimbursement may be reduced only by applicable copayments,
coinsurance, and deductibles. Further, the bill provides that payment in full by the insured or
subscriber of his or her cost-sharing obligations constitutes an accord and satisfaction of, and a
release of, any claim for monies owed by the insured or subscriber in connection with the air
ambulance service.

Currently, patients who are transported by air ambulance providers that are outside of provider
networks of their respective insurer or HMO are at financial risk for balance billing, which is the
difference between prices charged by providers and the payment rates established by insurers or
HMOs. Any balance billing incurred by a patient is in addition to copayments or other types of
cost-sharing typically paid under the insurance policy or HMO contract.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect upon becoming law.
Vote: Senate 37-0; House 117-0

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office. |
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SB 1092 6 Fire Prevention and Control
by Senators Bean and Perry

The bill creates the Firefighter Cancer Decontamination Equipment Grant Program within the
Division of the State Fire Marshal to provide financial assistance to qualifying fire departments
to help procure equipment, supplies, and educational training material designed to mitigate
exposure to hazardous, cancer-causing chemicals.

The bill authorizes the State Fire Marshal to adopt rules and procedures to administer the
program, including for the approval of applications and development of need-based criteria.
Need-based criteria must include, but are not limited to, the decontamination equipment and
supply needs of the fire department, the financial needs of the fire department, and the level of
nonstate matching funds proposed in the application.

The bill requires grant recipients to:
X Obtain a minimum 25 percent nonstate funds;
X Report their activity to the Division of State Fire Marshal for submission in the Fire and
Emergency Incident Information Reporting System;
X Comply with the Florida Firefighters Occupational Safety and Health Act; and
X Comply with any other rule determined by the State Fire Marshal to effectively
implement, administer, and manage the program.

For Fiscal Year 2020-2021, the bill appropriates $250,000 in general revenue funds to implement

the program.

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2020.
Vote: Senatd(0-0; Housell80

| This summary is provided for information only and does not represent the opinion of any Senator, Senate Officer, or Senate Office.
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